
 

 

 

 

Translation of Letter Sent to Prime Minister re: Goods Policy 

 

Date: June 1, 2010  

Our number: 10010 

 

 

To: 

Mr. Benjamin Netanyahu 

Prime Minister of Israel 

By fax: 02-5664838 

 

Urgent! 

 

Re: Policy of allowing goods into the Gaza Strip 

 

1. I hereby ask you to instruct the security authorities to act in accordance with your declaration 

regarding the policy of allowing the entrance of goods into the Gaza Strip, and order them to 

allow the unlimited entry of civilian goods into the Gaza Strip. 

 

2. In your official reaction to the events of the flotilla to Gaza on May 31, 2010, you said the 

following (as quoted in the Foreign Ministry news release of June 1, 2010-trans.): "Our policy is 

simple. We say: any goods, any humanitarian aid to Gaza, can enter. What we want to 

prevent is their ability to bring in war materiel - missiles, rockets, the means for constructing 

casing for missiles and rockets. This has been our policy and yesterday we told the flotilla - 

which was not a simple, innocent flotilla - to bring their goods into Ashdod. We told them that 

we would examine their cargo and allow those goods that could not be used as weapons or 

shielding materials for Hamas into Gaza." [Emphasis mine -- the undersigned] 

 

3. I am very sorry to say your words do not reflect the policy of the security officials on the ground 

nor are they consistent with their declarations to the court. 

 

4. For more than a year, Gisha has been trying to clarify the criteria that guide the security 

authorities in determining which goods are permitted and which are banned from entering the 

Gaza Strip. After failing to get an answer from the authorities, Gisha submitted a petition to the 

court under the Freedom of Information Act (Administrative Petition 2744/09 Gisha v. Defense 

Ministry), which is still pending. 

 

5. In the security authorities' responses to Gisha's requests, they repeatedly declared that according 

to government policy, the authorities only allow the entrance of "humanitarian" goods, which 

are required to "maintain the vital humanitarian needs of the population" (section 6 of the state 

response from April 25, 2010). Which is to say, not all goods with the exception of weapons, 

but rather only goods that maintain the "humanitarian minimum," as defined by Israel. 

 

6. Since the security authorities refuse to reveal their procedures and the list of goods they permit 

into Gaza, we do not know how Israel defines the "humanitarian minimum" or which goods it 

considers to be "humanitarian." 

 



7. Nevertheless, we do know that there are civilian goods, including basic food products and vital 

raw materials that Israel systematically forbids from entering the Gaza Strip. This is the case, 

for example, regarding sage, coriander, seeds and nuts, as well as industrial salt, industrial 

margarine and packing containers for local manufacturers in Gaza. 

 

8. In light of your comments from yesterday, I would like to ask you the following questions: Do 

sage and coriander constitute weapons? How is banning industrial margarine going to help the 

fight against Hamas's armament? And how does the denial of plastic containers contribute to the 

defense of Israel's security? 

 

9. If, as you say, any product can be brought into Gaza as long as it is not a weapon, then the 

parties operating on the ground are either unaware aware of the government policy or are not 

acting according to the policy. Either way, you must take the necessary measures to achieve a 

full accordance between the government policy and the conduct of the operational authorities. 

 

10. Past experience shows that government decisions to ease the closure policy are not implemented 

to the letter, and the operational officials adopt particularly expansive interpretations in order to 

avoid changing their practice. Therefore, even though the cabinet decision from March 22, 

2009, stated explicitly that "the unlimited transfer of food products to the residents of Gaza from 

all relevant sources should be allowed," the Coordinator of Government Activities in the 

territories did not diverge from his previous policy as a result of it. The entry of many food 

products is still banned, and the reasons remain vague. 

 

11. In light of all of the aforesaid, I ask you to instruct the relevant officials to allow the unlimited 

transfer into the Gaza Strip of food products and other civilian goods, as long as they are not 

weapons. 

 

 

With thanks in advance, 

 

Tamar Feldman 

Director of the Legal Department 

 

 


