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To: 

Adv. Talia Ramati 

Re: Application under the Freedom of Information Act 5758-1998, Information regarding the Gaza 

Reconstruction and Monitoring Program 

1. The Gaza Reconstruction and Monitoring Program is the name of the mechanism for controlling 

and monitoring construction materials entering Gaza for the purpose of reconstruction. The 

mechanism has been developed by Israel the Palestinian Authority and the UN.  

2. As is known, during Operation Protective Edge, the degree to which terrorist organizations had 

used construction materials brought into the Gaza Strip in the service of terrorism became clear. 

The need to design a monitoring mechanism to prevent any such materials from falling into 

terrorists’ hands lies at the foundation of the agreement among Israel, the Palestinian Authority 

and the UN. 

3. The monitoring mechanism has been implemented and led by the Coordinator of Government 

Activities in the Territories (COGAT) (with government level approval), since October 2014.  

4. In the process of designing the mechanism, an agreement was reached with the UN and the 

Palestinian Authority to keep the exact details of the agreement classified (one of the reasons for 

this being that the agreement refers to various security elements that will be used). Therefore, the 

agreement was not published by Israel, the UN or the Palestinian Authority. 

5. However, we do note, that the principles of the program are that the Palestinian Authority is 

responsible for and leads the Gaza Strip reconstruction process, Israel enables reconstruction 

(subject to security considerations) and the UN and the international community provide support, 

both in terms of finance and in terms of monitoring.  

6. The approval process: A Palestinian resident whose home was damaged during Operation 

Protective Edge may contact the Palestinian Authority seeking approval to bring in construction 

materials in order to rebuild his home (cement, steel and aggregates). Upon receiving approval 

(and subject to monitoring and security considerations), the resident may purchase construction 

materials from an authorized supplier. Various monitoring elements are used to make sure the 

construction materials do not fall into the hands of terrorists.  



7. Similarly, an individual seeking to advance a reconstruction project in the Gaza Strip, contacts the 

Palestinian Authority, and following its approval (and subject to monitoring and security 

considerations), controlled construction materials may be brought in for the project. 

8. Since the control mechanism became operational, 67,532 residents have received approval to 

purchase construction materials and 65,744 tons of construction materials (cement, steel, 

aggregates) have been brought into the Gaza Strip. The number of homeowners who have 

purchased construction materials using the mechanism is 47,181. 

9. The cost of operating the mechanism is shared among Israel, the Palestinian Authority and the 

UN. 

10. Sincerely 

[signed] 

Amitai Cohen,            Captain 

Public Liaison Officer 
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