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H0 Shades
of Control

Israel'simplementation of the Disengagement Plan in 2005, during which it removed its
permanent military presence and settlements from the Gaza Strip, deluded many into
thinking that this also marked the end of Israel’s relationship with and responsibility for
Gaza. Despite the disengagement, Israel has held on to central elements of control over Gaza
anditsresidents. The decisions Israel makes have a dramatic impact on nearly every detail
of their lives, from matters of life-and-death to the very mundane. Israel’s decisions impact
the ability to maintain family life, conduct trade, pursue professional and educational
opportunities, access healthcare, maintain civilian infrastructure, not to mention access
cultural and leisure activities.

Israel has been enforcing a regime of restrictions and prohibitions against Gaza's residents
for some three decades. In 2007, after Hamas seized control of the Strip, the restrictions
were tightened to the point of closure. Israel prohibits the movement of Gaza residents into
and through Israeli territory (as well as between Jordan and the West Bank), other than in
‘exceptional humanitarian circumstances.” Most residents, at any given time, do not meet
the criteria for requesting a permit to travel. Israel controls what goods can exit the territory
and to where, and also requires that any goods entering Gazareceive its approval. It often
banstheentry of certain goods, out of a list of thousands of items necessary for a
functioning economy and for a normal, dignified life.

Israel has understandable security needs stemming from its ongoing conflict with Hamas
and other armed groups, including the need to conduct checks of people wishing to enter its
territory. However, many of Israel’'s restrictive measures against Gaza residents have
nothing to do with concrete security needs. The control Israel wields is so pervasive and
encompassing that it is difficult to reconcile it with military needs alone. Regardless of the
justifications presented, Israel’'s ongoing and significant control over many aspects of the
lives of Gaza residents comes with a legal responsibility to respect and protect the rights of
the people affected by that control. In many cases, it is blatantly clear that no effort is made
to strike areasonable balance between legitimate security concerns and the rights of
residents of Gaza, including recognition of Israel’'s responsibility to maintain normal life in
the Strip.

Tomark 50 years of occupation and 10 years of closure, we present an extensive but by no
means exhaustive list of aspects of the lives of residents of Gaza still controlled by Israel.
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The occupation looks different in Areas A, B, and C. This is what it looks like in Area G,
where Israel:

L

Prevents the (re)building of an airport or seaport in Gaza, forcing its
residents to travel by land, through crossings that lead to either Egypt or Israel.

Determines which development projects are implemented in Gaza
through the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM). No construction project can be
implemented in Gaza without Israel’'s approval of the design, location, and quantity
of construction materials needed. Israel also controls which materials are approved
for use and when they are allowed to enter the Strip.

Employs collective punishment. [srael has often shut down land crossings in
response torocket fire aimed at Israel, denying movement to all residents of Gaza.

Prevents access to a “buffer zone” inside the Gaza Strip. Israel has declared a
strip of land 300-meters-deep into Gaza off-limits to Palestinians. Much of Gaza’s
fertile agricultural land islocated in this area. The width of this buffer zone changes
occasionally, and the Israeli military enforces the prohibition on access to the area
with live fire. Since 2010, on the other hand, the army has entered the area around
once aweek on average.

Decides who is allowed to worship at holy sites. Until 2015, Israel allowed only
Christian residents of Gaza to travel for worship at holy sitesin Jerusalem and the
West Bank during holidays. In 2015, permission was also given to Muslims to travel to
Jerusalem for prayer, but only on Fridays and only a quota of 200 people weekly
who are over age 60. [.ess than 5 percent of Gaza’'s population is over 60 years old.
The permission was rescinded in late 2016.

Controls Gaza’s airspace. The hum of Israeli drones flying over Gaza is heard
constantly. Israel blocks Gaza's airspace (as well as the West Bank’s) and has sole
control over it.

Determines who will be able to hear. Around the world, very young children
with hearing impairments are fitted with electronic hearing aids that enable them to
hear and improve their quality of life. Israel resiricts the entry to Gaza of the spare
parts and batteries needed for these devices. Additionally, once a child undergoes
surgery to have the device implanted, she needs special language training and
speech therapy. Currently, there are not enough experts in Gaza who can guide
children through this process. Israel does not allow staff members of civil society
organizations to travel abroad or to the West Bank to receive necessary trainingin
speech therapy. Given that the window of opportunity for a successful implant
surgery and concomitant speech therapy is limited, Israel’'s conduct often results in
children losing their hearing entirely.

Forbids family meals and visiting grandma in the West Bank. A third of
Gaza'sresidents have family membersin Israel or the West Bank. As part of Israel’s
separation policy, designed to keep apart Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza,
since 2007, Israel has further narrowed the criteria for fravel. The criteria do not
include family visits to the West Bank or Israel, unless a first-degree relative has died,
is getting married or is a terminal patient in need of care.
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Takes it upon itself to manage Gaza’s economy. Israel takes the liberty of
deciding what products are worth manufacturing in Gaza and selling outside of it,
impacting the profitability and feasibility of different branches of industry.
According to the Coordinator of Government Activities' (COGAT) response toa
Freedom of Information Application filed by Gisha, the principles that guide COGAT
in the making of such decisions are “considerations relating to manufacturing
capabilities, as well as supply and demand in the relevant markets.”

Created and exploits a captive market in Gaza. Israel’'s control over the sole
land crossing through which goods are transported into and out of Gaza, gives it the
power torestrict what goods come in and out. As such, it influences almost every
aspect of Gaza's economy and the job market.

Holds critical influence over the cost of living in the Strip, seeing as Israel is
the near sole source of all products and goods coming into Gaza.

Maintains a monopoly on supply of cement to Gaza. Like in Israel, almost all
cement purchased in the Gaza Strip is made by the Israeli cement monopoly Nesher.
In this manner, Israel perpetuates the dependence of Gaza’s construction market on
the decisions made by the supervisor of Israel’'s Antitrust Authority, and on the
operation and regulation of its construction market in general. Gaza’'s dependency
on these supplies, particularly following three major military operations, and Israel’s
control of the crossings perpetuate this situation.

Limits dreams. Israel allows travel out of Gaza according to narrow criteria that
most residents of Gaza do not meet. Dream of stucdying to become a pastry chef in the
West Bank, or perhaps a veterinarian in Italy? Would you like to participatein a
conference for women's empowerment in Japan, the marathorn in Bethlehem, or
maybe amusic competition in the UK? None of these ambitions are deemed worthy
by Israel’s standards and would not warrant a permit to exit the Gaza Strip.

Restricts the fishing zone. Israel imposes a slew of restrictions that cause serious
harm to Gaza’s fishing industry. Primarily, it restricts fishing to a very small area off
the Gaza coastline which currently stands at six nautical miles offshore (the distance
changes according to Israeli interests; the Oslo Accords provided for 20 nautical
miles off the coast). Israel regularly enforces the restriction by opening fire at
fishermen and confiscating their boats.

Prevents repairs to fishing boats. Israel created a list of items it defines as ‘dual-
use’, orin other words, items that it acknowledges as inherently civilian, but which it
claims can also be used for military purposes. Israel either prevents these items from
entering Gaza, or scarcely grants permits allowing their entrance, involving a long
and non-transparent process. The lists posted to the GRM website already include
thousands of items, meaning Israel has strayed far from international standards. The
lists include substances like liquid fiberglass, sealant and wood planks, and materials
necessary for repairing fishing boats. Unable to repair their boats, fishermen have
lost their source of livelihood.



http://gisha.org/legal/4238
http://gisha.org/en-blog/2015/05/21/the-ministry-of-economic-defense/
http://gisha.org/updates/5173
http://www.gisha.org/UserFiles/File/LegalDocuments/procedures/general/50en.pdf
http://gisha.org/UserFiles/File/safepassage/InfoSheets/English/students.pdf
http://gisha.org/updates/4124
https://www.facebook.com/gisha.eng/photos/a.114188285334206.27004.114183292001372/1081882855231406/?type=3&theater
http://features.gisha.org/gaza-up-close/
http://gisha.org/UserFiles/File/publications/Dark_Gray_Lists/Dark_Gray_Lists-en.pdf
http://gisha.org/UserFiles/File/publications/Dark_Gray_Lists/Dark_Gray_Lists-en.pdf
http://grm.report/
http://gisha.org/en-blog/2016/06/16/fishing-for-answers-about-the-dual-use-list-coming-up-dry/

16. Regulates who gets to go to band camp over the summer. In 2012 and 2013,
children studying at the only music school in Gaza were represented by Gisha's legal
department in the hope of receiving permits to allow them to participate in afive-
day long music summer camp in the West Bank. In 2012, [sracl only approved exit
permits for 19 of the children, the oldest of whom was 15. It took another struggle to
obtain permits for their accompanying teachers. The year after, 47 children
petitioned to go to the music camp. At first, Israeli authorities announced that only
30 of them would be allowed to leave Gaza. The music school teachersrefused to
choose which of the young musicians, all of whom had prepared all year for the
event, would be denied access to the summer camp. Following the threat of media
attention and a letter from Member of Knesset Zehava Gal-On, all 4/ children and five
accompanying teachers were eventually able to attend camp in the West Bank.

17. Decides which family member’s funeral you can attend. Israel’s criteria for
travel to and from Gaza permit participation in a funeral or mourning rituals, only if
the deceasedis alirst-degree relative. In other words, if, heaven forbid your brother
passes away, you could ask for a permit to attend the funeral. However, if that
brother haslost his wife or son, you wouldn't be eligible for a permit to exit Gaza to
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